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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F,R- § LS6, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A&B form and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem material to 
patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
docxunent constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any ri^t to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS 

□ In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.FJL § 1, 98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents. Applicant encloses herewith a copy of a Communication 
jfrom a foreign patent office in a counterpart application citing such documents, together 
with an EngUsh-language version (if not already mcluded) of that portion of the 
Communication indicating the degree of relevance found by the foreign patent office. 
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□ In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.FJl. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, ^^licant submits the following explanations: 



Q Complete English translations of foreign language documents are being submitted 
herewith, and therefore no concise explanation for such documents is required. 

CERTIFICATION AND FEE PAYMENT INFORMATION 

13 The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 

months &om the appUcation's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the fir$t Office 
Action on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office 
Action after filing a request for contmued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 14, and 
therefore, no Statement under 37 C.RR, § L97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R- § 1.1 7(p) is 
required. S'fiiis is not the case, the patent office is hereby authorized to charge any 
related fee to Deposit Account No. 03-0172. 

O The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed thirty days or fewer firom a 
Communication fix)m a foreign patent office and Applicant submits the following 
Statement Under 37 C-F.R. § 1 .704(d). Each item of infomiation contained in the 
Mbtmation Disclosure Statement was cited in a Communication fi-om a foreign patent 
office in a countetpart application and this Communication was not received by any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .36(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of 
the Information Disclosure Statement. 

□ The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the later of three 
months fiiom the ^pHcation's filing date and mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits, but before a Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the apphcation (whichever is earlier), and therefore 
Applicant submits the following Statement under 37 C.F.R. § L97(e). No fee under 37 
C.RR. § 1.17(p) is required. If this is not the case, the patent office is hereby authorized 
to charge any related fee to Deposit Account No. 

n Bach item of information contained in this infonnation disclosure statement was 
cited in a Conununication fix>m a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

□ No item of infonnation contained in this infonnation disclosure statement was 
cited in a Conmnmication fiiom a foreign patent ofGce in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1 .S6(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

□ The present Infonnation Disclosure Statement is being filed (without a Statement under 
37 C.F.R. § l-97(e)) after the later of three months from the application's filing date and 
the mailing date of tiie first OfGce Action on the merits^ but before a Final Office Action, 
Notice of Allowance, or an action tiiat otherwise closes prosecution in the (4)plication 
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(whichever is earlier). Accordingly. Applicant submits the fee required under 37 C J.R. 
§ 1,17^)). The fee is being paid in the following manner: 

Q A check i$ attached in Ae amount of $ as required under 37 § L17(p). 

n Hxe patent office is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $ and 
any related fee to Deposit Account No. . 

n The present Infoimation Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing of a final 
Office Action, Notice of Allowance or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application, but on or before the payment of the issue fee. Accordingly, Applicant 
submits the following Statement under 37 CRR. § 1.97(e) along with flie fee required 
under 37 aFJl.§ L17(p). 

D Each item of information contained in this infomiation disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication fiom a foreign patent ofBce in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement 

[J No item of infomiation contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Coxmnunication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any mdividual designated in 37 CFJL § l.S6(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

ANDy the fee is being paid m the following manner; 

□ A check is attached hi the amount of $ as requu«d under 37 § 1.17Q)). 

□ The patent office is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $ and 

any related fee to Deposit Account No. . 



Respectfiilly submitted. 
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